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MATERIALS

Several Historical Sources on Ainu Land in Muroran District

during the Modern Period

OSAKA Taku

Examining selected materials from among the
holdings of The Archives of Hokkaido that relate
to the actual conditions of Ainu land ownership in
Muroran District, this paper presents transcriptions
and explanatory commentary of these sources.

This study finds that in the early Meiji period,
in connection with the construction of the
Sapporo Shindo road planned by the Hokkaido
Development Commission, two Ainu households
living in Tokarimoi on the coast of Muroran Bay
were forced to relocafe. At the same time,
the Hokkaido Development Commission also
planned to assign approximately half of the Ainu
population residing in Muroran District as labor
for a newly established ekifei (relay station) at
Tokarimoi.

Furthermore, from the latter half of the Meiji

period (c. 1890s[2.1]) through the Taishd era
(1912-1926), land was granted to Ainu people
in  Moto-Muroran Village and Wanishi Village
under the Hokkaido Former Aborigines Protection
Act. However, within the scope confirmed in this
study, the area of land granted in many cases
fell far short of the statutory maximum of 15,000
tsubo (approximately 49,600 square meters) per
household stipulated by the Act. In Etomo Village,
where such measures were not implemented,
much of the land traditfionally used by the Ainu
remained legally classified as state-owned land
and was regarded as “unauthorized reclaimed
land” (illegally occupied land). This study also finds
that, in response to these circumstances, the Ainu
of Etomo Village attempted to secure recognition
of their land ownership through various means.

OSAKA Taku: Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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