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MATERIALS

Documentary Sources on “The Ainu People and Conscription,
Military Service, the Military, and War in Modern Japan” (1)

OGAWA Masahito

This paper infroduces documentary sources

concerning the relationships between the
indigenous Ainu people, Japan's military, and wars
in Modern Japan (the era when Japan existed as
the Empire of Japan).

The presentation of these documentary
sources is planned to proceed in three installments,
including the present paper. This first installment

infroduces source materials relating to several

topics: media reports and personal accounts
concerning the application of Japan’s conscription
system to the Ainu people; records and statistics
concerning examinations  for  conscription;
materials documenting the actual conditions of the
freatment of Ainu soldiers within the military; and
press coverage concerning instances in which Ainu
soldiers were credited with “distinguished military

service" in Japan's wars.

OGAWA Masahito: Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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