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1 “PlL. L. An Ainu Hut.” 2 “PL II. An Ainu Hut with a Family Group of Ainu.”

3 “PlL III. Interior of Ainu Hut.” 4 “Pl. IV. Penri, the Chief of Ainu.”

K2 PLI~IV
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1 “Pl. V. Penri and his Companions with the very best 2 “Pl. VI. A Group of Penri and his Companions in various
clothes.” Ainu Customs.”

3 “Pl. VII. A Group of Ainu in their better kind of Dress.” 4 “PlL. VIII. A Hairy Specimen of Ainu.”
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1 “Pl. IX. A Hairy Specimen of Ainu.” 2 “PlL. X. Etiquette of Ainu.”
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1 “Pl. XIII. Young Ainu Girls carrying Children.” 2 “PlL. XIV. Ainu women playing on Harp.”

3 “PL. XV. Bear Cage.” 4  “PlL. XVI. Salmon Fishing.”
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1 “Pl. XVII. Salmon Fishing.” “Pl. XVIII. The Ainu Boat.”

3 “Pl. XIX. Ainu Caravan.” 4 “Pl. XX. Ainu Caravan.”

6 PL XVII~ XX
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1 “PL XXI. Shrine of Yoshitsune.”

7 PL XX~ XXII

2 “Pl. XXII. Image of Yoshitsune.”
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MATERIALS

On Kajima Seizaburo’s The Ainu of Japan:
Including Introduction of Objects Entering Museum Collection

during 2025 Fiscal Year

OSAKA Taku and OGAWA Masahito

This paper infroduces the photographic album
The Ainu of Japan, which was donafted to the
Hokkaido Museum in fiscal year 2025.

The volume is widely known as one of the
earliest photographic albums to focus on the Ainu.
A comparison of the newly donated copy with the
well-known copy held by the Hokkaido University
Library reveals that the contents of both copies are
entirely identical. While the cover of the donated
copy shows some damage and the binding cords
have deteriorated, the overall state of preservation
is relatfively good. In particular, the photographic
plates are well preserved.

Previous studies have suggested that the
photographs included in this volume depict Ainu
from Biratori in the Hidaka region, as well as Sakhalin
Ainu who were forcibly relocated by the Hokkaido
Development Commission (Kaitakushi) to the lower

reaches of the Ishikari River near Sapporo. However,
no clear evidence has been presented to support
these claims, nor had the shooting locations of
individual photographs been specifically identified.
To address this, the authors of this paper have
examined all 22 photographsincludedin the volume,
demonstrating that the shooting locations can be
identified for 19 photographs in total: 10 taken in
Biratori Village, Saru District, eight in Ishikari District,
and one in Muroran District, while the shooting
locations of the remaining three photographs could
not be defermined.

Regarding the photographer, it is not unlikely
that the photographs were taken by Kajima
Seizaburdé himself; however, determining the
photographer and dates of photography remains a

task for future research.

OSAKA Taku: Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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