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MATERIALS

Matsumae-shi held by the Nishio City Iwase Bunko Library (l):

Transcription

AZUMA Shunsuke

This paper presents a bibliographical
examination and full franscription of Matsumae-
shi, a manuscript in the collection of the Nishio City
Iwase Bunko Library. Authored by the shogunate
official Hata Awakimaru (also known as Murakami
Shimanojo), this fravelogue is based on his 1798
survey of Eastern Ezo and is regarded as a vital
prototype for his major work, Ezogashima Kikan.
The author conducts a comparative analysis
of the Iwase manuscript against other extant
versions with identical content held in collections
of other institutions, specifically the Ezo Kenbunki
held by the University of Tokyo, which has been
the standard text for previous scholarship. While
differing in handwriting and structure, the Iwase
manuscript contains fewer franscription errors than
the University of Tokyo manuscript. Consequently,

this study concludes that the Iwase manuscript

preserves a text closer to the original archetype
and offers greater reliability for researchers.

The franscribed text of Matsumae-shi provides
detailed ethnographic records of Ainu culture,
beginning with an Ainu creation myth (the legend
of a goddess and a dog). It describes customs such
as ukari (a form of combat practice), marriage
and funeral rites, ceremonies for welcoming frade
ships, and the iomante (bear spirit sending ritual).
Furthermore, the text offers valuable insights info
the geopolitical and material culture landscape of
the late 18th century, documenting the geography
of Kunashiri and Etorofu islands, traces of Russian
contact, and descriptfions of excavated ancient
pottery. This paper advocates for the adoption of
the Iwase manuscript as a foundational resource
for future studies on Hata Awakimaru, Ezogashima
Kikan, and Ainu culfural history.

AZUMA Shunsuke : Hokkaido Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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