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RESEARCH REPORT

Studies on the Manuscripts of Ezogashima Kikan, Part 3

AZUMA Shunsuke

This study reports on an investigation of
manuscript  copies of Ezogashima Kikan, an
illustrated fravelogue of Ezochi created by Hata
Awakimaru (also known as Murakami Shimanojo).
It is believed that Hata first compiled Ezogashima
Kikan around 1799, revising and supplementing it
several fimes before ifs final completion in 1807. The
original work has been designated an Important
Cultural Property of Japan and is housed in the
Tokyo National Museum collection. At least 65
manuscript copies are estimated to exist, primarily
held by various archival institutions in Japan.

This study reports on 13 of these manuscripts,
which were examined by the author during the
fiscal years 2024-25. Of these, eleven are held in the

Hakodate City Museum collection, one is held by
Hakodate Chubu High School, and one is held by
the Watanabe family.

In addition to basic information such as material
name, quantity, format (scroll, folding book, bound
book), holding institution name, dimensions, and
remarks (e.g., presence of cover, number of leaves
(cho), presence of title slips), the report also records
scene fitles extracted from both illustrations and
kotobagaki (descriptive texts) — with reference to
the scene names and fitles of Ezogashima Kikan
housed in the Tokyo National Museum collection
when scene titles are not inscribed on the paper —
along with brief memorandum-style notes on the
visual characteristics of each scene.

AZUMA Shunsuke : Hokkaido Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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