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RESEARCH REPORT

Review of Previous Research and Surveys of the Current Status of the
Tanabata Custom Résoku-morai (“Candle Receiving”) in Hokkaido

HADA Naohiro and OMAGARI Kaori

In some Tanabata celebrations in Hokkaido, a
custom known as résoku-morai (“candle receiving”)
is practiced. Tanabata customs across Japan
encompass a variety of elements. However, with
regard to rosoku-morai, which is widely distributed
in Hokkaido, the full extent of the practice remains
unclear, including in which regions of Hokkaido this
custom is currently practiced, and what the custom
specifically entails.

With the aim of clarifying part of the actual
condifions of résoku-morai, this paper presents:
(1) an analysis of how Tanabata celebrations in
Hokkaido are depicted in early modern and modern
historical sources; (2) a review of the history of
previous research on résoku-morai; (3) documentary
sources and reports from field surveys on résoku-
morai in Rishiri Town and Rishirifuji Town; and (4)
reports on surveys of the current status of rosoku-
morai in Shiroishi Ward and Higashi Ward of Sapporo

City.

Our examination has clarified the following
points:

(1) The custom of résoku-morai is not directly
depicted in the sources investigated.

(2) Previous research has focused on areas such
as the custom’s transmission and song lyrics, and
has been conducted primarily through comparisons
with Aomori Prefecture.

(3) In Rishiri Town and Rishirifuji Town, the
custom can be confirmed from the Taishd period
(1912-1926). It was suspended during the war, and
thereafter continued to be practiced until around
1967.

(4) In the urban area of Sapporo’s Shiroishi Ward,
the custom was initiated as a new event for children,
while in Higashi Ward it transformed from a child-
centered activity fo an adult-centered activity.

HADA Naohiro and OMAGARI Kaori : Hokkaido Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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