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RESEARCH REPORT

Life after Repatriation from Karafuto:
A Report on an Oral History Survey Conducted in FY 2025

OMAGARI Kaori and ISHIKO Tomoyasu

Based on an oral history interview, this paper
documents the life of a man originally from Karafuto
(present-day southern Sakhalin), with particular focus
on his post-repatriation experiences. The subject of
this study was born in 1940 in Esutoru, Karafuto, and
was repatriated to Hakodate, Hokkaido in 1946. He
later relocated to Kamiiso Town (present-day Hokuto
City).

In the difficult post-war economic conditions,
children in the surrounding community were
required to help with household labor. However,
in accordance with his father’s wishes, this man,
fogether with his two brothers and ftwo sisters,
was able to attend school. All four went on to
higher education, with the other three becoming
teachers while the man himself was employed
as a civil servant for the Hokkaido government.
Although he usually did not consciously regard

himself as a repatriate, there were occasions when
his background became relevant while forming
connections with others. During his period of
employment as a Hokkaido prefectural government
official, he belonged to a social association
composed of prefectural employees who were
also from Karafuto. Even after his retirement, on
occasion, former colleagues contacted him upon
learning that they shared the same place of origin,
and his background as a repatriate provided
opportunities o renew past relationships.

To better understand the experiences of
repatriates from Karafuto, including their lives after
repatriation and the ways in which this background
influenced their later lives, it is necessary fo
accumulate further case studies of the kind
presented in this paper.

OMAGARI Kaori and ISHIKO Tomoyasu : Hokkaido Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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