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AR B BIEFhEBOEK

A Portrait of OSHIKINE Obikuro:

NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

Notes on Visual Materials Depicting the Ainu of Muroran District

OSAKA Taku

This paper analyzes a postcard formerly owned
by KINDAICHI Kyosuke and currently held by the
Hokkaido Prefectural Library, Hokkaidd KyUdojin FGfu
no Surume Seizo no Jikkei (literally, “An Actual Scene
of Dried Squid Production by a Married Couple of
Former Indigenous People of Hokkaido”). We find
that the photograph used for the postcard was
taken by an individual who visited Efomo Village
in Muroran District on 20 August 1911, and that the
subject of the photograph was OSHIKINE Obikuro,
the leader of the village’s Ainu community.

Building on this finding, the paper identfifies that
a significant number of photographs depicting the
Ainu, which were previously considered to be of
unknown place and date, include images that were
taken in Efomo Village. It further demonstrates that

the films Les Ainos a Yeso | & Il (released in 1898),
regarded as the oldest moving images depicting
the Ainu, and Un peuple qui disparait, les Ainos
(released in 1912), regarded as early Ainu visual
records, were both fimed in Etomo Village.

The paper suggests that multiple factors
contributed to the large number of photographs
and films faken of Ainu in Efomo Village: its proximity
to the main arterial route connecting Hakodate
and Sapporo, known as the “Sapporo Hondd”;
that Oshikine, the community leader, accepted
fourist visitation in exchange for photographic
fees; and that this period preceded the full-scale
development of “Ainu fourism” in the neighboring
area of Shiraoi.

OSAKA Taku: Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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