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MUSEUM ACTIVITIES

A Practical Report on the Lecture Series

“Charenga Earth Science Course”

NARITA Atsufumi, EN'YA Takafumi, and KUBOMI Koh

This lecture series was designed by three curators
of Hokkaido Museum specializing in geology and/
or paleontology, leveraging the characteristics of
museums as lifelong learning facilities. The primary
goals were to enhance participants’ motivation fo
study natural history—specifically the geology and
paleontology of Hokkaido—and to fransform their
perspectives on nature. The academic level of the
lectures was set between high school subject "Basic
Earth Science" and infroductory university-level
education. Each session incorporated interactive
discussion to engage participants, allowing them
time to think and share their thoughts. The lectures
emphasized hands-on experience with real fossils

and rock specimens, taking full advantage of
the abundance of specimens in the museum.
Exploratory activities, where participants analyzed
actual specimens, were also included to deepen
their understanding. Though certain challenges
remained, particularly in evaluating participants'
achievement of the goals, we recognized the need
fo refine questionnaire designs for more effective
assessment. To address challenges in earth science
education in Japan, it is essential to continue
educational activities which capitalize on the
strengths of museums as lifelong learning institutions,
such as this lecture series.

NARITA Atsufumi: Natural History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
EN'YA Takafumi: Natural History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum

KUBOMI Koh: Natural History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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