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RESEARCH REPORT

Studies on the Manuscripts of Ezogashima Kikan, Part 2

AZUMA Shunsuke

This study reports on an investigation of the
manuscript  materials of Ezogashima Kikan, a
collection of drawings created by Hata Awakimaru
(also known as Murakami Shimanojo) based on
his fravels in Ezochi. It is believed that Hata first
compiled Ezogashima Kikan around 1799, revising
and supplementing it several fimes before its final
completion in 1807. The original work has been
designated an Important Cultural Property of
Japan and is housed in the Tokyo National Museum
collection. Itis estimated that at least 65 manuscripts
of Ezogashima Kikan exist, primarily held by various
archival institutions in Japan.

This study reports on 10 of these manuscripts,
which were examined by the author during the

fiscal years 2023-24. Of these, four are held in the
National Ainu Museum collection, two are held by
the Japanese government under the jurisdiction of
the Agency for Cultural Affairs, and four are housed
in the Kokugakuin University Library at Kokugakuin
University Hokkaido Junior College.

This study is one of the research outcomes
of the MEXT Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research
(KAKENHI) basic research project (C) titled Studies
on the Formation History and Manuscript Structure
of "Ezogashima Kikan": Exploring Discourse on
‘the Formation of Ainu Culture’ (Project number:
23K00805, 2023-2027,
principal investigator: AZUMA Shunsuke).

research period: fiscal

AZUMA Shunsuke : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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