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RESEARCH REPORT

Records of Rearing of Argonauta argo Stranded Along the Coast of

Yoichi Bay, Hokkaido, in 2023

EN"YA Takafumi, FUKUDA Toshiyuki, FUTASUGI Yoshikatsu, KAKINO Yuka, and

SUZUKI Akihiko

We collected a single liveing specimen of
Argonauta argo, intact with shell, along the coast
of Yoichi Bay, Hokkaido, in November 2023. Since
live strandings in this region are extremely rare, we
attempted to rear the specimen in captfivity for
exhibition at Shin-Sapporo Sunpiazza Aquarium as
a case study fowards understanding ecological
characteristics and developing long-term rearing
methods of this species.

The specimen was reared in a 45-cm-wide tank
(W45 x D30 x H30 cm). Seawater temperature was
maintained at the same as the time of bringing
the specimen into the aquarium, approximately
17 °C. One-third of the tank’s water was replaced
daily. Feed consisted of thawed Euphausia
superba, provided daily. This resulted in a 7-day

rearing period. On the fourth day of rearing, we
observed shell shedding behavior. The specimen
did not reacquire a shell, nor did it eat any further
provided E.superba, and ultimately died. After its
death, we performed measurements of the shell
and molluscous part. The shell measured 100.6
mm long, 65.6 mm high, and 40.8 mm wide. Wet
weight was 59 g, and total body length was 323.2
mm. There was no indication of egg incubation or
oviposition.

During this rearing attempt, we recorded
observations of the behavior of A. argo including
swimming and feeding, adding to our knowledge
of its rearing conditions. We have preserved the
specimen, together with its shell, in 5% formalin
seawater for storage at Hokkaido Museum.

EN'YA Takafumi: Natural History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum

FUKUDA Toshiyuki: Sunpiazza Aquarium

FUTASUGI Yoshikatsu: Sunpiazza Aquarium

KAKINO Yuka: Sunpiazza Aquarium

SUZUKI Akihiko: Sapporo Campus, Hokkaido University of Education
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