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RESEARCH REPORT

The Post-Repatriation Life of a Sakhalin Native:
Reflections on Childhood Repatriation and Personal Experiences

OMAGARI Kaori and ISHIKO Tomoyasu

This study documents the life of a man born
in Sakhalin, focusing on his post-repatriation
experiences and his life up to the present. The
subject of this study was repatriated from Sakhalin
tfo Hokkaido in 1948 at the age of four. Following
repatriation, his family relied on relatives of his
parents as he moved around various locations in
Hokkaido and Honshu. Eventually, he settled in the
outskirts of Sapporo, where he marked significant
personal milestones, such as further education,
employment, and marriage.

After starting his career, he developed interests
in history and geography, which led him to study
Sakhalin and investigate his own roots. During this

process, he joined an association of fellow Sakhalin
nafives, and also took the opportunity to ask his
mother about their experiences during repatriation,
which he could barely remember. Reflecting on his
own life, he compiled a personal history.

Past research on repatriation from Sakhalin has
primarily focused on events that occurred during the
repaftriation process itself. However, to understand
the redlities of life after repatriation and the long-
term effects of the experience, it will be essential
to collect case studies such as this. Future research
must incorporate detailed analyses that consider
the broader social context.

OMAGARI Kaori: Folk Life and Industrial History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
ISHIKO Tomoyasu: History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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