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Tuffaccous sandstone
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RESEARCH REPORT

Plant Macrofossils Recovered from Mt. Showa Shinzan,

Sobetsu, Usu District, Hokkaido, Japan

NARITA Atsufumi, IKEDA Takeshi, SUZUKI Tatsuo, MIMATSU Saburo,

and HIROSE Wataru

A number of plant macrofossils have been
obtained from Mt. Showa Shinzan, located in the
town of Sobeftsu, Usu District, Hokkaido, Japan. All
of them are leaf fossils, and were recovered from
the so-called "Yanagihara Formation”. This stratum
was considered a lacustrine deposit in previous
studies, but based on lithological characters and
depositional structures, this study has revealed the
stratumto clearly be afluvialdeposit, suchasanatural
levee deposit. However, due to the significant lateral
variability of fluvial deposits, precise correlation with
the “Yanagihara Formation” remains inconclusive.

We have identified leaf fossils occurred from this
stratum as beech (Fagus sp. cf. F. palaeojaponica)
and alder (Alnus sp. cf. A. hirsuta). In particular,
these beech leaf fossils are very closely similar to
Fagus palaeojaponica which inhabited Hokkaido
ca. 13 to 1 Ma. Considering the temporal range of
this taxon, we infer the fossil-bearing stratum in Mt.
Showa Shinzan to be older than 1T Ma. Due to the
limited fossil record of this stratum, paleovegetation
is not clearly described, but the presence of Fagus
suggests that the paleovegetation differed from the
current vegetation of the Showa Shinzan area.

NARITA Atsufumi: Natural History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum

IKEDA Takeshi: Toya-Usu Volcano Meister Network
SUZUKI Tatsuo: Toya-Usu Volcano Meister Network
MIMATSU Saburo: Masao Mimatsu Memorial Museum

HIROSE Wataru: Research Institute of Energy, Environment and Geology, Hokkaido Research Organization
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