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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

The Architectural Vision of Architect SATO Takeo Embodied in
the Historical Museum of Hokkaido (Now Hokkaido Museum)

SUZUKI Akiyo

This study examined the architectural design of
the Historical Museum of Hokkaido (now Hokkaido
Museum), completed in 1971 as the final work
of architect SATO Takeo. Constructed as part of
Hokkaido's Centennial Project, the building has
received numerous accolades, including the Prize of
AlJ for Design. This study analyzed sources including
the historical background of the construction
project, and statements by Sato and other
involved persons, revealing that the design was
based on two primary themes: “commemoration,”
representing the pioneering history of Hokkaido,

and “symbolism”, representing aspirations for the
future. The study further explored how these two
themes are demonstrated through architectural
elements, such as the museum’s integration with
ancillary facilities along its north-south axis, its brick
exterior which harmonizes with the forest setting, its
characteristic slender colonnades, and the melding
of architectural elements with works by artists.
The structure evokes a spatial experience which
seamlessly blends commemoration and symbolism,
and can be regarded as the culmination of Sato’s
architectural philosophy.
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