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A variety of handicrafts that have been used in the activities of daily living and in subsistence-
related activities and rituals are found in all of the ethnic groups. Handicrafts of various kinds which
were in use are depicted in records found in archives dealing with the early lifestyles of the Ainu. A
range of handcrafted materials often appears in the orally transmitted folktales of Ainu people.
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Ainu Folk Art: Overview of Ainu Handicrafts
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The most accessible materials are those displayed at the museums, and some of the oldest ones
date back about 100 to 200 years.
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Ainu people have undergone a series of drastic changes in lifestyles after the Meiji era as seen in the
introduction of new tools and equipment and the gradual disappearance of the handicrafts which were
traditionally in use in their daily lives. These sorts of changes have been seen in many cases with other
ethnic groups. However, there are other contributing factors to the changes in the case of Ainu people.
These include the difficulty of obtaining materials to make traditional handicrafts and much less
opportunity under the pressure of assimilation both to use those handicrafts and to transmit their
traditional techniques to the younger generation. Remaining handicrafts often have been traded as
antique objects.

However, some old items of handcraft were well preserved and the skills to make them were taught
by the Ainu in spite of these changes in lifestyle. Today new styles of woodcarving and dressmaking
based on their traditional techniques have been developed producing souvenir handicrafts as well as
those with high artistic value.

Ainu people today are leading their lives in the same manner as other people. The handicrafts
described in this handbook are usually not in use in their daily lives. The momentum created in recent
years for the restoration and transmission of traditional cultures has led to more opportunities for
exhibitions and workshops to learn techniques and skills.

This handbook intends to shed light mostly on those handicrafts that were used from the end of the
Edo era to the beginning of the Meiji era.
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Ainu's handicrafts were made not by the professional craftsman or at a workshop but basically by
those who intended them for personal use or they were acquired through trade. People who were
allowed to make handicrafts were determined to some extent by the type of craft and by their age and
sex. They were also determined by the position within their own community, social status or their
designated functions in ceremonial matters.

It was deemed indispensable for Ainu men and women to acquire the skills for carving and sewing
in order to be treated as adults and those who could make handicrafts skillfully commanded respects.
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A variety of Handicrafts

7AZOXALE, dEEE Y Y (BER) | TRALTZRENRLD, £,
A UAGHRE T O HUKIC L > TRAD £9, HeonTEREICS, Mo k- T
B LIBEVDSHY T, WU L) AR
HTY, Z0WOAHHRIC & > TR 7%
52 HHNET,

° 0
YRR AR ETT7 A X DR EDBHEN J
ENTVLEDERZBAICL, Z0RHE s
PRADLI E OHIRD b DA Di» & YNV > (BK) ) ’
Vo IO W T DEENBETT, s
7/

VI (T8) 56

*FZIE BN TEEHTSEEICED
AB (HTA=2) |&. ALBEDIEDY
NIV BEICHERSNETH, LEET
132 < DT [ F/NAA | EFEN.
BYNUZDTREIR [17=] EFiEN
£,

Ainu cultural patterns differ among Hokkaido, Sakhalin and the Kuriles, and for that matter even
among the regions in Hokkaido. There is a difference in the types of crafts used among the areas in
Hokkaido and even the same handicrafts are often called in a different way depending upon the
regions. Due attention therefore, should be given to the origins of the handicrafts when they are
introduced at the exhibition or in writing.

photo 5 : A basket often seen in the Kuriles
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A variety of Ainu handicrafts are shown in this handbook according to the places and occasions they
were used.

1 ltems to Wear

Clothing
photo 6 : Cotton clothing collected in the Kuriles
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Clothing and Items to Wear at a Ritual or Ceremonial Occasion
photo 7 : The reenactment of offering prayers at the alter

photo 8 : A headdress for men to wear during a ritual

photo 9 : A sword and sword strap that the standing man in photo 7 is wearing

photo 10: Necklace

photo 11: Women's skin belt with metal from Sakhalin
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ltems Used for Sewing
photo 13: Needle case
photo 14: Spool

Other

photo 15: Knife
photo 16: A tobacco container and a pipe for smoking

14



LEE)%]

BI50 X5 A1, B 17 & ol
UG, Ja T e LTfior b, Wk %
Ki5 & BB RBICL R AL,
H0ALERENHH, HIZ A6 HIZo)
TWwhEtaInEzd, E3REELH20~
30cm TV ED b 0% < BoHioHs
12050 B BREADHEE LT 0 B b DH%
BEE 15 /NJ]

Ronxd, LixforTT, fFEhI (HITFIT
B EEIT, BL WXL ISk
IR TESEOE) BfuTonZk
T, Tk~ v (HER) oboTT,

BE 16 &/NTANE) EBE (1)

yNaxLBDIEIE, HEOTAXDES LICHLELN, FNa Anbnibnsg
AL - 0nRenEd, HEICIZ, RETRICANLLDOPAS B TE
S bDBHY £7,

NS DM RIEA 2L 72 b DIE, Ao bi3fli) 130, LEMZA L L LTHS
DOARMGE LIS INTVWET,

15



2 RDIGEE

O RE

TAXDEF DD ) Mk
ST, Hugz kD BRA iE VYD
DNFEL7.

HP R, BE K7 EDMEHT IR,

ROWHDH., B, AYDYIAE  BHEIT BTihinvEZORE
. (74 2 RERaE)
BN L 7 W7 EORRTT 4 R ORED 2 D
BERL TR EIABHYET, INSIF,
BE X220 OMD 25 £ TICET SN
RN REEZBITL LS & LEbDTT,

WEICIEA DA DAY T2 E I NS
BRI ENTVELE, ZOBLFDD
LR DT, Vo E AT I LTI
NE L, ROFMEECETOEE L2
PEoTwEL,

FE 18 EYLERVLEDOHED N
rEDKST
(WA, KiED#bHH T 2)

X7 A R REEYAIZ 201844 FHICHIfE L % L7e, Z OBic 2020484 H 1 TR RELZeR) HBakEn s
FET, T THEILINEKENRT SN 3HHTT,

[ RDLA T A ZORWTES 502 SO W D> TH Y PTOBE, K K,
! ﬁﬁ&aAﬁw%ﬁn%bb@%w%@\@5wué%ﬁ%&aA%@h@&@&m%@@%:
R E AL ELTHCE LA, THAAL ) L0 74 R, HARETIE Ty A2 EfE |
I B IENL LT, Ty B EDHARB L LT L OEIRY T 25D TEH ) FEA|
| 22T, ZoMiTR RIS TALL) v TA XiEEMGL 2 EICLTwET, |



BH18TIk, AlllokEn L 4
i, RO L EHIOIT B T]PH
fih 7 & (—12-4—) 238 H T
LNTWE L) THbLI2) ET,

ZOTIMERTEPNTRZ D
T DBTT,

DX BBEEY ORIE, FI
BHLEEICE>TFRITANLZLD
T‘a‘o

FE 20 B#RNAOBER
BRI B £ b % IFEE
DDHDT, S7EADEFHMDOH
EREAILCHwsNE L7,

FE 19 32V DORH
BRICH VBB EES 72D, ok &%
ANTELEBELTHNE L,

BE 21 BEEFDEDHOAND
B LA RTINS EE, WHEHBRT L0
WfEo b DT, KReRDORZA EZ2H
S b DT, WA INTHET,
B ZhZhOASDEANDEEIRZE S

2 Housing and Items Used Inside the Dwelling Place

photo 17: Reconstruction of a dwelling with a thatched roof

photo 18: Precious items placed in the sacred space

photo 19: A lacquered container in which grain was fermented in making sake for ceremonies.

It contained sake or precious items.

photo 21: A libation stick used when offering sake at a ritual
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photo 23 : A loom for ornamental mat
photo 25 : Table Utensils

Utensils such as these shown in the photo 25 were used when meals were served.

=L
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photo 26 : Household scene at the end of the Taisho era.

photo 27 : Pounding grains in a wooden mortar.
This photo shows the reenactment of the pounding of grain according to the tradition of Ainu
people. The woman seated is separating grain by the use of a winnower, while others are engaged
inpounding the grain with a pestle. The clothes all women are wearing are not working clothes for
everyday use, but are designed for ritual, celebratory occasions. An ornamental mat seen in the
photo is not normally used during work time.
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3 Items Used for Activities in the Field and Mountains and in the Sea and Rivers

Utensils for Hunting

photo 30 : A bow and arrows
figure3 and photo32 : A set-bow
figure 4 : A type of a trap to catch small game
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Boat and Fishing Utensils

photo 33 : A dugout canoe

figure 5 : A large boat for navigating far from the coast. Planks are horizontally tied together with a rope
to the dugout canoe. This made a layer of planks to increase the height so that a vessel could
voyage to areas further offshore.

photo 34 : The top of a harpoon
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Items Used for Carrying and Foot Ware

photo 35 :
photo 36 :

photo 37 :
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A woven bag
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A carrying strap (A load is tied with both ends of a strap and the wider part in the center of the
strap is placed on the forehead of the person who carries the load.)

A sleigh
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Shoes and Boots
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