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The History of the Ainu Language:

Like many other languages of the Far East region, such as Japanese, Korean and Nivkh of Sakhalin,
the origin of the Ainu language is unknown.

Since the Meiji era, due to the Japanese assimilation policy toward the Ainu, the Ainu language had
been used less and less for everyday communication. However, during this period, some Ainu people
have made an effort to record both what they have heard from others and their own knowledge of the
Ainu language and oral tradition.

Since 1970', Ainu language classes have taken place in the form of small study groups. In 1987,
Ainu language lessons began, which are operated by several branches of the Ainu Association of
Hokkaido. A text book, "Akor Itak", was published in 1994 and has been used for these classes.
In recent years efforts to revive the Ainu language are increasing. However, there still have been a
number of serious issues including language teacher training, social understanding, and support
for minority languages.
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Language Characteristics:

Today, Japanese Katakana and Roman letters have been adapted for writing the Ainu language. The
tradition of putting the Ainu language written form started recently.

It is said the Ainu language was spoken as an everyday language in Hokkaido, Sakhalin, the Kuril
Islands and the northern part of the Tohoku district (northeast Japan).

There is little information concerning the dialect which was spoken in the northern part of Tohoku and
its words and grammar are unknown. Only about 1000 words of northern Kuril Islands have been
recorded.

The dialects of Hokkaido and the Sakhalin are quite different in terms of pronunciation and words.
There are also differences between the grammar and words in each region in Hokkaido.
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Oral Tradition:

The Ainu culture has many kinds of oral tradition. Amongst them, oral epics are roughly classified into
three categories. Each epic has its own name in some region. 1) The "heroic epics" is called yukar or
sakorpe or hawki. They are performed with repeating melodies. They are mainly told in the voices of
superhuman heroes. 2) The "mythic epics" is called kamuyyukar or oyna. Each story has its own short
refrain. They are mainly told by the spirit-gods of animals or natural phenomenon. 3) Finally, the
"prose tales" is called uepeker or tuytak. They are performed without melodies and the stories are full
of varieties.
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AUs pake [V | b otop (520D
head hair

> nan [ ] TV rannuma |[JHE]J
face eyebrow

2y sik [H] ) N etu [ 5]
eye nose

F vz car [11] VAPIPVZNN parunpe [
mouth tongue

4~y imak [k | FH3 Kkisar [H ]
tooth ear

oy kukew (5] vy by sittokkew [OU ]
shoulder elbow

7 tek [F] 77Xy  askepet  [1H]
hand finger

F A . netopake  [Jfl] XY T4 penram [ |
trunk breast

+ v hon [ *Vu osor Gl
abdomen buttocks

INYFH T4 hankapuy  [NZ b setur [T
navel back

4yry ikkew [ %] F cikir [JE ]
waist leg

I #/%r  kokkapake [0 2 kesup [k ]
knee heel
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ku=honi arka hum an.
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F 4 VIR = TRyT I U Fuy Ky A4 F9F  FUdw
cik sikerpe ni a=popte wa ku cik ponno kay ratci nankor.
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s by LT YA Uz FF U LAV
ku=seturuhu mayayke kus kiki wa en=kore.
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Bk

7F huci

TJ¥  ekasi

VAR hapo
IF mici

v 75X unarpe
7 F v aca

v sa

<7 yup

~ Ay matak
bl tures
7y ak

T 7 F ekaci

< v 71 5 2 matkarku

s
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karku

=EEbl

[Bidd S A

grandmother

[BLWEA]
grandfather

[ B
mother
[% ]
father
[BiXE A
aunt
[BL XA
uncle

[ )

elder sister

(o]

elder brother

[l & 7= 0k |

younger sister

O HDO~] EVWIEVA
2 3u 7 F ku=kor huci [FADBIXH XA ]
my grandmother

2 2u T7 ¥ ku=kor ekasi [FAD B U & A
my grandfather

23R ku=hapo [FAD B2 d A

my mother

27 3F ku=mici [FADK &S TA]
my father

272 F 5 ku=kor unarpe [FAOBIXE A ]
my aunt

2715 F v ku=kor aca [FAD ¥ U X A ]
my uncle

2 %R ku=sapo [FAD BRI A

my elder sister

2 2¥ ku=yupi [FADBIZTNEA]
my elder brother

272 4 % ku=mataki [FADHE]
my younger sister

[ 5 A7=tk] 7 b v LY kusturesi [FADEK]

younger sister

[

younger brother

[TEd]
child

(4%
niece
g

nephew

my younger sister

27 % ku=aki [FADH]

my younger brother
2 2w T F ku=kor ekaci [FADT & & |
my child
2% v 5152 ku=matkarku [FADE |
my niece

2 #3572 ku=karku [FADH ]
my nephew



FAHA THs XV Ry FAA Y2
tookay utar nen tap okay ya?
HHELD FHriE Exki <9 n?

* v TsxTV L BINF?
onon arki=an ru tapana?
EBE605 WHoLey LA ? (THARAVEFVE)

* v IxT, JL BINF?
onon e=ek  ru tapana?
EZhs k7 O (—REESW)

/)Y IFX~VY Ty ITIy Jb AN ?
enon e=oman tek e=ek rutapana?
EZN 17T k7= D2

IIFt /)y kv F?
e=micihi enon oman a ?
BLEAT EZN fTo720D7?

IRk 42
e=hapoho ine ?
BREXAEFT EZ27?

2V T7Fy FAuTHhY I7vHa b A2
tanto anak cise kor ekasi oassam ru he?
SH & FEDEBELVWXAIE VwWian DA ?

ANHA TV HA4 F~vF L T 47TV X

irukay enon kay omana ru estap an ne.
brok EInN ToCT WET,
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OENYICEAY % BEE L =FEHI

7L aep [~ s
food

FoNe ohaw V1] 7 2
soup

F 1 cep [ 4] FKua
fish

7y A wakka [k ] TN
water

72 %%+ pukusakina [=1) V7] ~ 73
a kind of anemone

Ny hat [Y~7 N 7y F
wild grapevine

J X noya [3EF]
mugwort

oIy RV AR VR

ukuran ponno ku=ipe a kus ankes
AR L ZRAEBNTZZ FE. ®HIC
4~ Ky T A% L A2

ipe ponno ene isam ru he?
BXZY HL TE B D7

14—y, KV AR Ahev~ T2 bXV
is, ponno ipe ikasma a kus toon
b—. HL B HE>5 7OT H%ZZ
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suke [R5 5 |
cook

kam [1]
meat

cipor [Fa Y]
fish roe

eha (Y7~ x|
hog-peanut

makayo [Z7F%/ b
butterbur sprout

kutci [57% L]
tore vine

TYVTY TF Iz 4N AL,
an akus Kku=ipe rusuy.
oT BEFTHTLE S,

4 TV Frav F,
ta an nankor na.

2 BWih3d k&,



Vova ox AZA4 Uz 2oy YuuA
RINGO ku=e rusuy kus ku=uk yakkay
NyaT BPAENX 0 25, HoT 3
yva Tx A4 L AN?

RINGO e=e rusuy ru he?

Voa BENR . D2

Yyova X LZA Fu o Uy, xy
RINGO e=e rusuy cik uk. 0s
)ra HBEN 2N &5 B AW, X

Yyh Y2
pirka ya?
Wy 2pn?

%7 ILX JLAA?
nep e=e rusuy’?
A2 X 7200 ?

D

IATdyT745 AN rory 9 X BN T4 K=
eikostek ipe keraan  wa ku=e kaspa tek ku=honi sik.
HEDIZE BUH BLLL T BN §FZOT BHERS

2T7= g% sFR= Ty,
kuani usa ku=honi sik.

FA g BES i,

ITZA4% L N?
e=esuypa ru he?
BN O ?

DIZAIN Tu TV,
ku=esuypa hum an.

FAEHR

F 5 IRy KT,
cik etak  hotke.
Zhiss < BhIun,

L)Olfl()o
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1 sinep VAT 1A
2 tup N4 2N
3 rep L 3 A
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Place Names Derived from the Ainu Language:

Approximately 80 percent of the place names of Hokkaido's 179 municipalities (as of 2018) originate
from the Ainu language. Because Ainu people named them for the conveniences of their life, these
place names describe the geographical features and specialties of the land.

Kanji characters are used to express most of these Ainu place names in written form. Kanjis with
similar sounds were combined to reproduce Ainu pronunciations, but in many cases the sound did not
match the original because of the unavoidable differences in sound between Kanji readings and Ainu
pronunciations.
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