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Flershem Collection Catalogue

AZUMA Shunsuke

The Flershem Collection are documents from the
formerwarehouse of Robert G. and Yoshiko N. Flershem,
who were Ezochi basho ukeoinin (subcontracted
trading post merchant manager) researchers. While
following the traces of a basho ukeoinin called Yamada
Bun’emon, the couple researched Hokkaido and the
whole of Japan, and collected various old documents
they encountered during that process.

In August 2017, this museum received the collection
as a donation from Yoshiko and, for approximately
two years, carried out organization and classification
work. Comprising a total of 230 items, the collection
is made up of old documents related to Hokkaido, of

which the majority come from the Edo period before

the Keio period. Another feature of the collection is that
there are many administrative documents related to the
Ezochi Subcontracted Trading Post System.

In particular, there are 67 Suttsu Basho-related items
of the family of Tatsuki Shinbei, who was the Suttsu
Basho manager merchant, and 20 documents related
to the Akkeshi Subcontracted Trading Post System from
1812 to 1824. In addition, Among the remaining 143
items include many collections of letters, deeds and
documents recording requests and notifications related
to the fishing industry and distribution of products.
This collection’s special feature is that many of these
items are related to the Yoichi Basho"Takeya”and its

manager merchant, the Hayashi family.

AZUMA Shunsuke : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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