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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

Examination of Ainu Gafu in Hokkaido Prefectural Library Collection

AZUMA Shunsuke

This study examines the two volumes of Ainu
Gafu, a pictorial material held in the Hokkaido
Prefectural Library Collection, comparing its
contents to Ezogashima Kikan authored by Hata
Awakimaru (also known by the name of Murakami
Shimanojo). It is thought that Awakimaru first
established Ezogashima Kikan in 1799 as a
collection of drawings based upon his travels in
Ezochi, then later revised and supplemented his
work multiple times untilits final completion in 1807.
The original work is designated as an Important
Cultural Property of Japan, and is housed in the
Tokyo National Museum collection. In this study,

we examine each scene of the works, comparing
elements such as drawing composition and
brushwork, and script of the captions. We find that
the first volume of Ainu Gafu corresponds to the
sixth volume of Ezogashima Kikan (Kuma-matsuri,
the bear festival) and that the second volume
of Ainu Gafu corresponds to the twelfth volume
of Ezogashima Kikan (Karafuto), revealing a high
probability that the second volume was authored
by Hata Awakimaru himself, and that the first
volume was created before the establishment of
Ezogashima Kikan.

AZUMA Shunsuke : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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