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MUSEUM ACTIVITIES

Report on Joint Exhibitions Held at Six Museums in Hokkaido,
“Oshibana no Oshibana: Dr. MAKINO Tomitaro and Herbarium

Specimens”

KATO Yukie, SHUTOH Kohtaroh, SHIROSAKA (HIRABAYASHI) Yuimi, MIZUSHIMA Miki,

MOCHIDA Makoto and YAMAZAKI Mami

Dr. MAKINO Tomitaro (1892-1975) is a preeminent
Japanese plant taxonomist. His life story is recounted
in the NHK felevision drama Ranman, which aired
from April to September 2023. Through collaboration
between the six museums where the co-authors
of this paper work, we conducted joint exhibitions
pertaining to Ranman and Dr. Makino. In this paper,
we report on the exhibition project, which was jointly
held from June to December 2023.

This project was held with greatest respect for
Dr. MAKINO, a true lover of plants who collected
about 55,000 herbarium specimens in his life. The
co-authors, who are curators and researchers
of botany in six museums throughout Hokkaido,
each selected a plant species as oshibana, and
exhibited its herbarium specimen together with
their commentary. The phrase oshibana which was
invented for this project means “recommended
flower” in Chinese charactors and is homophonic o
“pressed flower” in Japanese. The purposes of this
project are: 1) infroducing herbarium specimens,
which are different from artistic pressed flowers,
fo the public, and creating awareness of the
importance of herbaria; 2) creating opportunities
fo recognize curators and researchers of botany in

Hokkaido; and 3) encouraging people to visit the
other participating museums. We used the same
panels to infroduce the life and works of Dr. MAKINO,
and the same format to provide commentary about
oshibana. Each museum infroduced the other
participating museums.

The periods of exhibition in each museum
were: Hokkaido Museum (Sapporo City) June 1 -
September 29, Bihoro Museum (Bihoro Town) July 1
- October 9, Historical Museum of Urahoro (Urahoro
Town) July 8 - October 1, Kushiro City Museum
(Kushiro City) July 8 - October 15, Sapporo Museum
Activity Center (Sapporo City) July 27 - October 7,
and The Hokkaido University Museum (Sapporo City)
July 27 - Dec 24.

In 2023, many museums throughout Japan
held exhibitions and events about Dr. MAKINO.
Our exhibitions did not exhibit items such as letters
written by Dr. MAKINO's own hand or his personally
collected specimens except at The Hokkaido
University Museum, but this project created
opportunities to share knowledge about plant
taxonomy for people who became interested in
botany from watching Ranman.

KATO Yukie : Kushiro City Museum
SHUTOH Kohtaroh : The Hokkaido University Museum
SHIROSAKA (HIRABAYASHI) Yuimi : Bihoro Museum

MIZUSHIMA Miki : Natural History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum

MOCHIDA Makoto : Historical Museum of Urahoro
YAMAZAKI Mami : Sapporo Museum Activity Center
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