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RESEARCH REPORT

Studies on the Manuscripts of Ezogashima Kikan, Part 1

AZUMA Shunsuke

This study reports on investigations of manuscript
materials of Ezogashima Kikan, a collection of
drawings created by Hata Awakimaru (also known
by the name of Murakami Shimanojo) based upon
his travels in Ezochi. It is thought that Hata first
established Ezogashima Kikan in 1799, then later
revised and supplemented his work multiple times
until its final completion in 1807. The original work
is designated as an Important Cultural Property
of Japan, and is housed in the Tokyo National
Museum collection. It is presumed that at least 65
Ezogashima Kikan manuscripts exist, primarily held
by historical material storage facilities throughout

Japan. This study reports on 11 such manuscripts
investigated by the author in fiscal 2023. In addifion
to basic information such as material name,
quantity, format (scroll, folding book, bound book],
storage facility name, dimensions, and remarks
(presence of cover, number of pages, presence
of title pages, etc.), the report also includes
summairies of illustration captions and scene names
(where illustrations do not include descriptions,
we refer o the scene names and descriptions of
Ezogashima Kikan housed in the Tokyo National
Museum collection), and memos of any notable
visual characteristics of each scene.
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