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MATERIALS

Historic Materials of the Family of HAYASHI Kaoru in Hokkaido
Museum Collection Materials, Part 1
Materials Relating to the Early Period of Hayashi Family’s Subcontracted

Operation of Yoichi Basho

AZUMA Shunsuke, MIURA Yasuyuki and Charenga Komonjo Club

The HAYASHI Kaoru family materials are
a collection of letters communicated to the
Hayashi family, which served as basho ukeoinin
(subcontracted trading post merchant manager)
of YoichiBasho during the late Edo period. Of these
historic documents, thisstudy examines nine letters
from the early period of subcontracted operation
of Yoichi Basho (around the 1820s-1830s), when
the Hayashi family had first assumed the role of
basho ukeoinin. We franscribe the entire text of
each document from running-form, brush-written
Japanese intfo block style, and describe each
documentin summary.

Enfering the 19th century, the Ainu of Ezochi
— who had autonomously and independently
carried out tfrade activities — were placed under
the basho ukeoisei (subcontracted frading post
system). Existing research suggests that, under the
system, the Ainu served as labor for fisheries and
other industries organized by the unjoya (trade

posts), and that in exchange for their labor, the
Ainu earned a share (salary) which could be
exchanged to procure a variety of goods from
the unjoya. However, existing research has not
made definite findings of specific aspects of the
subcontracted trading post system. This study
infroduces materials with detailed descriptions of
various business arrangements at Yoichi Basho,
providing detailed knowledge of the workings of
basho operation and specific information about
the activity of the Ainu. Our investigation of these
materials is prospective for future development
of research on the subconfracted trading post
system.

This study is also one of the 2020-21 fiscal year
accomplisnments of “"Charenga Komonjo Club”,
apaleography study group open for participation
by Hokkaido residents that is active at Hokkaido
Museum.

AZUMA Shunsuke : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
MIURA Yasuyuki : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum

Charenga Komonjo Club
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