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RESEARCH REPORT

Interim Report on Remote Islands of Hokkaido Nature, History,

and Culture Research Project

OMAGARI Kaori, EN'YA Takafumi, OMOTE Keita, KAMEMARU Yukiko, SUZUKI Akiyo

and SUZUKI Asumi

This paper reports on the progress of Hokkaido
Museum’s “Remote Islands of Hokkaido Nature,
History, and Culture Research Project”. The project
aims to publish findings regarding interdisciplinary
relationships between natural science and
anthropology on Okushiri Island, from the aspects
of natural history and human history. The five-year
project will span fiscal years 2019 through 2023,
however, we were unable to conduct field studies
for fiscal year 2020 due to the novel coronavirus
pandemic.

Priority for field studies is given to aspects
of natural history which have not yet been the
subject of ongoing studies, and require further
understanding of their present states. Specifically,
on Okushiri Island, we have an understanding of
the present state of animals such as mammals and
shellfish, fossilized shellfish from the mid-Miocene

epoch (approximately 15 million years ago),
and items washed ashore on the beaches. For a
historical aspect, we are carrying out field studies
to gain understanding of changes in folk customs
and housing configurations in this region prior to
the 1993 Hokkaido Nansei-oki Earthquake. These
changes have not received aftention fo date. We
are also carrying out studies from the perspective
of school education to reevaluate the relationship
between Okushiri Island and Ainu culture, which has
been considered weak until now. Locally, we have
performed many types of field studies, interview
surveys with local residents and schoolteachers,
and measurement surveys of buildings. Through
partnership with Okushiri Board of Education, we
have presented information gained here at venues
including child-oriented events. We also plan to
exhibit these findings at museums in Okushiri Town.

OMAGARI Kaori : Folk Life and Industrial History Group
EN'YA Takafumi : Natural History Group
OMOTE Keita : Natural History Group

KAMEMARU Yukiko : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center

SUZUKI Akiyo : Museum Study Group
SUZUKI Asumi : Museum Study Group
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