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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

MATSUURA Takeshiro’s Kinsei Ezo Jinbutsushi and the Sakhalin Ainu

AZUMA Shunsuke

This study inspects MATSUURA Takeshiro's Kinsei
Ezo Jinbutsushi, and investigates its value as a
historical document through comparison with the
written accounts of Matsuura's own survey diaries as
well as other historical sources of the same era.

The document is divided into a “First Volume”,
“Second Volume”, and “Third Volume”, comprising
three volumes and nine books with a total of 99
episodes. The combined written work describes a
total of 109 Ainu. Due to the difficulty of validating all
109 accounts, this study is limited to six Sakhalin Ainu.

The findings call aftention to five issues: 1)
concealment / exclusion of undesirable information
(intenfional omission of information); 2) embellishment
of specific episodes (dramatization of information);
3) aftribution of one person’s episodes to another

person (alteration of information); 4) entry of factually
incorrect statements or falsehoods (fabrication of
information); 5) Enfry of dubious statements that
cannot be validated by other historical sources.
Considering the highly fabricated nature of thisliterary
work, it ultimately cannot be considered suitable as a
historical source. It portrays the unjoya (frade posts),
together with the basho ukeoinin (subconfracted
trading post merchant managers) and Matsumae
clan who operated them, as personifications of
evil who brought hardship, violence, and abuse
upon the Ainu, while portraying the Ainu fo be
entirely pathetic. Kinsei Ezo Jinbutsushi cannot be
taken literally, nor can Matsuura be considered an
understanding supporter or humanitarian fowards
the Ainu.

AZUMA Shunsuke : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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