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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

Prohibition by Kaitakushi (the Hokkaido Development Commission)
of ‘Tesu-ami’ Fishing and Night Fishing of River Salmon

YAMADA Shin’ichi

Among its plans to encourage industrial de-
velopment in Hokkaido, Kaitakushi (the Hokkaido
Development Commission, active 1869-1882)
strengthened regulations against salmon fishing
in rivers. This paper focuses on the proclamation
of August 1876 which prohibited ‘tesu-ami’ fishing
and night fishing, outlines facts regarding ifs
legislative process and outcomes, and considers
related problems. Below is a summary of findings.

@ This proclamation was issued with a close
relation to the measures enacted during Com-
missioner KURODA Kiyotaka's stay in Nemuro,
which abolished monopolistic fishery rights held
by certain capitalists under the gyoba-mochi
fishery operator arrangement.

@ ‘Tesu-ami' is derived from tes, an Ainu
fishing method, and ami, the Japanese word for
fishing nef, although beyond this the specific

meaning is unclear. The proclamation states that
‘tesu-ami’ had already been generally prohibited;
however, further verification is required to confirm
if this statement is true.

3 The prohibition of night salmon fishing was
met with bewilderment and opposition from
fishermen in many regions, such as the jurisdiction
of the Nemuro Office of the Hokkaido Develop-
ment Commission. It is doubtful that the Hokkaido
Development Commission gave sufficient prior
consideration to the necessity and effects of the
prohibition.

@ This proclamation was enacted just before
the salmon upstream migratfion season, causing
confusion between fishery businesses and local
offices of the Hokkaido Development Commis-
sion.

YAMADA Shin'ichi : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum

183
(18)



