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MATERIALS

Rumoikanemitsu Saws and Saw Manufacturing Equipment:
Selected Materials Donated in 2020 Fiscal Year

OMAGARI Kaori and IKEDA Takao

This paper introduces materials donated to
Hokkaido Museum in the 2020 fiscal year, namely
manual saws used to fell frees, and equipment used
to manufacture saws. These were the products and
tools of a craftsman who established and operated
the ‘Rumoikanemitsu’ brand in the city of Rumoi. He
was born in 1920, and established his business
around 1945 in Rumoi. In this region, wood was not
only necessary as a construction material and for
household firewood, but it was also essenfial as a
fuel for the herring processing industry. This demand
gave rise to a flourishing forestry industry. Since the
post-war economic recovery period, chainsaws
have come into use, reducing demand for the
manual saws made by Rumoikanemitsu, and the
business converted to a hardware store in 1964.

The donated saws are thought fo have been
manufactured in the 1960s. One of the saws bears
a brand with an octopus motfif. The origin of this
brand is related to the sensation appreciated by
woodcutters and craftsmen alike that a fine saw
seems to stick fast to the wood of a free as it cuts.
With octopus being a renowned local product of
Rumoi, it was an obvious choice to convey the
sensation of ‘sticking fast’ to local customers. The
octopus brand mark also expresses the important
meaning of the sensatfion that the saw is an exten-
sion of the user's body. The donated saw manufac-
turing equipment includes a variety of hammers,
chisels used to cut the maker’'s name into blades,
and stamps used for advertising. These valuable
historical materials provide us with multifaceted in-
sight info the frade of this saw craftsman.

OMAGARI Kaori : Folk Life and Industrial History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
IKEDA Takao : Folk Life and Industrial History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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