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RESEARCH REPORT

Cataloguing and Introducing Articles concerning Spanish Influenza
Published in Karafuto Nichinichi Shimbun

AIDA Masato (ed.)

From 1918 to 1921, the Spanish flu pandemic
raged across the world. We have created a cata-
logue by examining and collecting articles con-
cerning the pandemic published in the newspaper,
Karafuto Nichinichi Shimbun. This report infroduces
the catalogue along with contents of the news
articles.

One of the editor’s research focuses is clarifying
the history of the fishery industry on Karafuto (pres-
ently Sakhalin) during its period as Japanese terri-
tory. Throughout the year, many laborers, such as
migrant fishery workers, immigrated to Karafuto.
Considering their involvement in the fishery industry,
we believe that there is significant value in sum-
marizing and identifying distinct characteristics of

information concerning frends in the fishery and
marine product industries, the operating status of
ships and trains that transported these migrant
workers, and connections with the spread of the
Spanish flu pandemic.

Our examination of Karufuto Nichinichi Shimbun
has found that the island experienced high levels
of infections and deaths. The pandemic signifi-
cantly affected the lifestyles of people who lived
and worked on Karafuto and industrial activity
throughout the island. Reports examined show con-
nections between the movements of migrant fishery
workers with the spread of the epidemic and out-
breaks at fishing areas.

AIDA Masato : Folk Life and Industrial History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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