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RESEARCH REPORT

Survey of Frozen Avian Bodies Stored in Museums:

2020 Report

SUZUKI Asumi

This paper is a preliminary report of a survey on
frozen avian bodies conducted in 2020. The collec-
tion of avian specimens is often undertaken in
natural history museums and general museums, but
it is not always successful due to the specialized skills
and budgets required for specimen preparation.
For this reason, we have selected the collection
and preparation of avian specimens as the theme
of this project.

The purpose of this survey was to identify issues
common fo both the Hokkaido Museum and other
institutions, and to look for solutions to these issues.
The survey was conducted at four museums and
institutions in central Hokkaido. It included a com-
plete survey of avian bodies in frozen storage and
interviews with the staff. An average of 50 avian
specimens were stored by each museum. Of all the
specimens, the earliest year of collection was 1997.

The most recent year of collection was 2020, with
specimens from 2020 at all museums. The most
common order was Passeriformes. Each facility
showed differing tfrends in faxonomic groups in its
collection, with particularly prominent differences in
raptors and aquatic birds. In the future, we will
further report on the results of the interviews.

When collecting avian specimenis, it is ideal fo
share information via systems which support consul-
tation regarding specimen preparation techniques,
in addition to fechnical knowledge such as storage
methods and hygiene management. In cases when
curators outsource taxidermy work to contractors,
having knowledge on the preparation and treat-
ment of stored specimens enables appropriate
material selection. Future efforts will include ongo-
ing information exchange and discussion of cura-
fion best practices.

SUZUKI Asumi : Museum Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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