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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

Payments of Karumono to the Government by Ainu at Ushoro Basho,

North Ezochi

AZUMA Shunsuke

This study examines payments of karumono to
the government by Ainu recorded in ‘Kita Ezochi
You', an account ledger of the Ushoro basho (trad-
ing settlement) which was located on the west
coast of Sakhalin  (Karafuto), presently Orlovo,
Sakhalin Oblast, Russia.

Karumono refers to high-value products pur-
chased monopolistically by entities such as the
Matsumae clan and Edo shogunate from Ainu in
Ezochi during the 17th through mid-19th centuries.
Typical examples include hunted animal products
such as sea oftter pelts, eagle feathers, and bear
gall bladders, together with Chinese-made silk
products (old official’s clothing of the Qing dynasty,
pieces of fabric) and other goods distributed via
frade with the people of Santan. During the early
1810s, the Ainu became excluded from Santan
frade as the Edo shogunate and Mafsumae clan
began to deal directly with the Santan people. The
scope of karumono was expanded to include

kogawa (otter, fox, marten, etc.) which were sold
over to the Santan people, and payment in the
form of these kogawa became partly mandatory
for Ainu in almost all regions of Ezochi.

Towards the end of ‘Kita Ezochi You’, records
show the status of delivery of kogawa such as fox
and marten fo frade offices; these focus on several
influential Ainu figures, and indicate that the trade
offices imposed quotas on numbers of pelts deliv-
ered. The first phase of this study is an analysis of
these records. In the second phase we report on
the origins of karumono, classification and prices of
karumono, and the arrangement of the karumono
payment system according fo historical records
such as literature related to the basho ukeoi (sub-
contracted trade) system in the collection of
Hokkaido Museum (including the Hayashi Family
Collection), official documents of the Edo shogu-
nate, and similar primary sources.
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