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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

Autumn 2020 Cantao Ocellatus Reaching of Hokkaido

via Flight or Drifting Ashore

HORI Shigehisa and NOMURA Akihide

From August to September 2020, there have
been numerous confirmations in Hokkaido of
Cantao ocellatus, an insect species which is indig-
enous to subfropical and tropical climates. To date,
a total of 241 individual Canfao ocellatus have
been confirmed in Hokkaido. Of these, 207 (85.9%)
were drifted ashore dead on the Sea of Japan
coast. It is speculated that the remaining 34 (14.1%)
flew in directly from the south.

As the cold temperatures of Hokkaido's winters
make it difficult for this species to overwinter, and
there is no distribution of Mallotus japonicas — a tree
fed upon by the larvae of this species — we do not
believe that this species will become permanently
established. However, in light of the numbers of in-
dividual insects that have reached Hokkaido, it is
entirely conceivable that in years with suitable
conditions, this species will again reach Hokkaido
and become temporarily established.
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