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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

Fox Introduction to the Islands of Chishima (Kuril Islands),
Karafuto, and Hokkaido during the 1910s-40s

YAMADA Shin’ichi

In the mid-1910s, the prosperous fox-raising
industry of Prince Edward Island, Canada be-
came known to Japan. This information sparked
rapid action towards fox-raising industries in
Karafuto and Hokkaido. Af this fime, foxes with
fur colors which fetched high market prices were
brought to the islands and let loose.

In response fo an international tfreaty execut-
ed between Japan, the United States, England,
and Russia in 1911, the Ministry of Agriculture and
Commerce intfroduced policies to protect fur-
bearing mammals such as northern fur seals and
sea otters in central Chishima, and in conjunction
planned to breed foxes. The ministry brought in
foxes from regions such as the Komandorski
Islands of Russia, exterminated the native red
foxes, and also infroduced mouse species to
provide a stable food supply for the foxes.

On Kaiba Island (now Moneron Island) lo-
cated to the southwest of Karafuto, SHIDA Rikiji,
a private citizen, planned to infroduce Japanese
racoon dogs from Hokkaido and foxes from
Prince Edward Island. Although the plans under-
went constant revision, they were partially carried
out. Following Shida’'s death, as a measure to
prevent poverty on the island, Kaiba village intro-
duced foxes in 1929. Once again, more desired
breed of foxes were brought in from regions such
as Chishima, and the native foxes and wild dogs
were exterminated.

Historical research of the infroduction of
foxes to the islands of Chishima (Kuril Islands),
Karafuto, and Hokkaido will provide valuable in-
sight info the history of exchange between North
Pacific peoples.

YAMADA Shin'ichi : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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