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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

Meiji Era Records of Brown Bears and Wolves at Nopporo Hill

YAMADA Shin’ichi

This paper infroduces three historical records 2.
which provide evidence that brown bears and
wolves lived at Nopporo Hill during the Meiji era.
1. Fudo Ryakki (‘Summary of Natural
Features’), written in 1881 by the Sapporo
Head Office of the Hokkaido Development
Commission. The fext includes records in- 3.
dicating that brown bears and wolves
inhabited Nopporo Hill. The passages
which tell of many brown bears gathering
along the banks of Nopporo river to eat
eastern skunk cabbages are of particular
inferest.

A diary related to Hokuetsu Shokuminsha
— a company which settled Nopporo in
1886 — which mentions the discovery of
fresh brown bear fracks during a survey
of conditions around the Tomanbetsu
area of Nopporo Hill.

Documents regarding payment of boun-
fies fo hunters who exterminated ‘harm-
ful birds and mammals’ by Sapporo
Prefecture (1884-1886), which indicate
the successful hunting of multiple brown
bears and a single wolf at Nopporo Hill.

YAMADA Shin'ichi : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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