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MUSEUM ACTIVITIES

Report about a Brown Bear Observed in Nopporo Forest Park in 2019

OMOTE Keita and SUGIMURA Naoki

On 10 Jun. 2019, a brown bear (Ursus arctos)
was observed in Nopporo Shinrin Koen Prefectural
Natural Park (Nopporo Forest Park). The individual
was male, 3-4 years old. It lived in and around the
park for 88 days until it was killed on 5 Sep. 2019 in
Kitahiroshima city. The forest is located near the
Sapporo urban region, and isolated in residential
areas and farmland. The last record of a bear
around the park was 77 years ago, on 1 Oct. 1942.

Since 10 Jun. 2019, we patrolled within Nopporo
Forest Park every day, and shared information with
related institutions. As a result, there were 30 sight-

ings, 11 movies by automatic camera traps, and 24
findings of field signs of the bear. The bear was
estimated fo be most active between 17:00 to 23:00
based upon the times of sightings and movies.
Since 2 Jul. 2019, it was observed that the individu-
al ate fruits and dent corn from farms and gardens.

The individual was observed to move more
than 15 km in a day, and pass frequently through
gaps between isolated forests. This demonstrates
the high mobility of the brown bear, and means
that it is probable that additional individuals will
occur in Nopporo Forest Park in future.

OMOTE Keita : Natural History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
SUGIMURA Naoki : Administrative Group, Administrative Division, Hokkaido Museum
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