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Examining a Yunokawa-yaki Vase by IZUMIYAMA Ryogoku

FUNAYAMA Naoji and IKEDA Takao

This paper examines and infroduces a vase with
depictions of Ainu manners and customs, which
was collected in 2019. This pottery was produced
by IZUMIYAMA Ryogoku at the Yunokawa Kiln in
Hakodate between 1927 and 1929. The vase was
once broken, but has since been mended, and
was eventually given as a parting gift in the late
1940s. We postulate that this history reflects that
both the giver and receiver of the vase were aware
of the value of a vase produced by IZUMIYAMA
Ryogoku, a prominent artist during the pioneering
of ceramic art in Hokkaido.

The artwork glazed onto the vase depicts two

scenes: a caged bear, and a feast. Comparing
these scenes to scenes and drawings from modern
and contemporary art, we are unable to find any
relation to other works. However, we were able fo
make new findings regarding the possibility that
lzumiyama had observed Ainu manners and cus-
tfoms during the production of his pottery.

We plan to further study Yunokawa-yaki pottery
given as gifts, and investigate the movements of
graphic artists affiiated with lzumiyama as we
closely examine the significance of this broken
vase.

FUNAYAMA Naoji : Folk Life and Industrial History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
IKEDA Takao : Folk Life and Industrial History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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