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Votive Pictures in Suttsu Town, Hokkaido

TANAKA Yumi

RESEARCH REPORT

In October 2019, we carried out site studies of

eight shrines and one cultural facility to verify loca-

tions of ema (votive pictures offered fo facilities

such as shrines or temples) extant in Suttsu Town,

Hokkaido. During the study, we recorded details of

all votive pictures confirmed at each site.

Key findings are:

(1)

(2)

There was a total of 140 votive pictures. All
information readable from the voftive pic-
tures has been summarized in charts. Future
closer examination based on these findings
is necessary.

In Suttsu Town, there are many funaema
— votive pictures of ships. These funaema
exhibit various styles, such as two-dimen-
sional, semi-stereo, and three-dimensional.

Semi-stereo votive pictures have also been
found in other areas of Hokkaido, such as
Yoichi Town and Iwanai Town.

Compared with findings of similar studies
presented in 1993, on some of the votive
pictures, graphic elements and text have
become llegible; certain votive pictures
cannot be located at all. We plan to digi-
fize the photographic film used during the
previous study, which is kept at Hokkaido
Museum.

In future, we plan to expand the scope to in-
clude surrounding regions of Suttsu Town. A long-
term goal is to create a database of votive pictures
for all regions of Hokkaido.

TANAKA Yumi : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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