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RESEARCH REPORT

Strandings of Argonauta argo on the Shores of Yoichi Bay, Hokkaido

during 2015-2019

ENYA Takafumi and SUZUKI Akihiko

We have studied 59 specimens of Argonauta
argo which washed up during 2015-2019 on the
shores of Yoichi Bay, located on the Sea of Japan
side of Hokkaido, and examined the relationship
between frequency distribution of specimen size
and sea surface femperature. Shell lengths ranged
from a minimum of 40.0 mm to a maximum of 180.0
mm. While there was variation by year, among

small to medium sized specimens, the frequency
distribution mainly shows multiple peaks. We infer
this fendency to reflect a mixture of populations
with different spawning fimes. We found that the
stranding of A. argo begins when sea surface tem-
peratures drop below 16 °C, and halts below 14 °C,
revealing a close relationship between sea surface
temperatures and stranding phenomena.
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