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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

The British Ship That Ran Aground at Cape Erimo in April 1882

Shin'ichi YAMADA

Before dawn on April 10th 1882, the British
steamship Mary Tatham ran aground at Cape
Erimo, located at the southernmost point of the
Hidaka region of Hokkaido. After departing from
Hong Kong and calling at port in Nagasaki, the
ship was on its way to Portland on the west coast
of North America. The crew were nineteen Brifish,
one German, and nine Chinese stokers. The pas-
sengers were 739 Chinese, including stowaways,
and two British, who were both stowaways. The
voyage had been chartered by Liangtaiji, a
Chinese corporation, for the purpose of carrying
Chinese from the Guangdong region to work on
construction of the Northern Pacific Railway.

The shipwrecked crew and passengers came
ashore and split up, with the crew staying near
the shipwreck site and the Chinese passengers
taking refuge at houses in the town of Horoizumi

(presently the town of Erimo). Despite urgent re-
quests by the prefectural administrations of
Sapporo and Hakodate to dispatch a rescue
ship, the castaways were left stranded for con-
siderable time, and discontent built between the
castaways and local residents. Dissention was
particularly serious among the Chinese cast-
aways, and there were cases of violence. Two of
the Chinese castaways perished from iliness.

On June 1st, the Japanese government ves-
sel Meiji Maru delivered the castaways fo
Hakodate. Afterward, 402 of the Chinese were
delivered to Portland on or about June 24th, and
the remainder of the Chinese were delivered fo
Hong Kong on August 12th.

Efforts to refloat the Mary Tatham failed, and
the ship sank on August 30th. Eight people per-
ished in these efforts.

Shin’ichi YAMADA : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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