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RESEARCH REPORT

The Relationship of Cranes and Humans in Hokkaido

from 1890 to 1930

Shin’ichi YAMADA

Presently, the tancho crane is regarded to
be a symbolic bird of each of these areas; east-
ern Hokkaido, Kushiro city, and all Hokkaido.
However, it is thought that such view of crane is
not consistent through history. This study examines
the view of cranes in newspaper articles and
tanka poetry from the second half of the 19th
century to the first half of the 20th century.

It bears consideration that this study refers to
newspapers published in Sapporo, Otaru, and
Hakodate, which are considerable distances
from the Kushiro region, where wild tancho
cranes were ‘rediscovered’ in 1924. While there
are fragmentary reports of crane habitat condi-
fions stemming from this time, the sense of pres-
ence of cranes living in Hokkaido was tenuous.
Cranes are found in areas such as tanka poetry
submitted by readers or advertisements for prod-

ucts, however, the view of cranes reflected here
is a symbol of good fortune or long life, as found
in China and Japan since old times, and does
not demonstrate awareness of any particular
relationship between the people of Hokkaido
and cranes.

On the other hand, observing tanka poetry
by poets of the Araragi school who visited
Hokkaido finds no reference to cranes in works
by Hyakusui Hirafuku (1907), nor in works by
Mokichi Saito (1931). However, Sataro Sato (1946)
and Bunmei Tsuchiya (1947) composed tankas
about cranes through hearsay, and Aisoka Yuki
(1966) composed tankas based on direct obser-
vation of cranes. It is possible that this change
reflects factors such as the increase of crane
habitats and heightened interest in cranes.

Shin’ichi YAMADA : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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