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RESEARCH REPORT

The History of Clothing of the Gotoh Family,

as Seen through Fabric Remnants

Naoji FUNAYAMA, Kaori OMAGARI, Takao IKEDA

This study is an interview examination relating
to the tfransition of lifestyles of Hokkaido residents
before, during, and after the war. The object of
examination is a collection of cloth cuttings from
sewing work done for family members by a
housewife born in the Meiji period (1868-1912).
The aim of the examination is to clarify what sort
of tfransitions occurred in the family’s clothing
during and beyond the Taisho period (1912-1926),
which saw a popularization of western clothing
from traditional Japanese clothing. In this study,
we interviewed the creator of the collection of
cloth cufttings to investigate the particular char-
acteristics of the cloth remnants, focusing on the
period of use, the types of the fabrics, the users,
and the purposes of use.

Divided by period of use, the cloth remnants
conisist of one piece from the Meiji period (1868-
1912), 56 pieces from the Taisho period (1912-
1926), and 74 pieces from the Showa period

(1926-1989). These quantities are proportional to
the increase in household members of the Gotoh
family: they were wed and their first son was born
in the Taisho period; then their first daughter,
second son, and second daughter were born in
the Showa period. However, if the types of the
fabrics are categorized based on the period
used and purpose of use, we find that during the
Taisho period, much of the cloth is fsumugi (pon-
gee), habutae silk, meisen silk, or muslin, and was
used for the married couple’s clothing. And, in
the Showa period, we find an increase in muslin,
wool, cotton, and synthetic fiber fabric types.
Further, in the Showa period, while kimono cloth
for the husband’s clothes decreases, we find
baby clothes for the children made of falbrics
such as Fuji silk and muslin.

These observations of the collected cloth
remnants provide insight into the lifestyle of the
Gotoh family from around 1916 to 1955.

Naoji FUNAYAMA : Director for Curatorial Division, Hokkaido Museum

Kaori OMAGARI : Folk Life and Industrial History Group, Hokkaido Museum

Takao IKEDA : Folk Life and Industrial History Group, Hokkaido Museum
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