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Progress of Ainu Language Block:

Utilization in Regular Activities

Masashi TAMURA

MUSEUM ACTIVITIES

When the Hokkaido Museum first opened, the
author of this study created an Ainu language
block to be displayed in the Main Exhibition. Firstly,
this study reports on the Ainu language block’s role
in the museum'’s regularly-held, child-oriented activ-
ity enfitled ‘Ainu-go de Asobo’ (‘Ainu Language
Playtime'), including an overview of the project
and program details. Next, in light of the fact that
‘Ainu-go de Asobo’ had the least number of par-
ficipants of all of the museum’s regular activities,
this study analyzes the participation records and
results of visitor surveys of all museum events, and
explores how the Ainu language relates to the
needs of museum visitors. Based on this analysis, this
study speculates that, in the field of Ainu culture-
related classes, there is interest and need for lectures

or classes which provide information about culture
and history, and provide a basis for participants to
engage and resolve questions on their own. Further,
we observe that there is interest from both children
and their guardians in classes formatted for active
participation, such as nature observation meetings.
Thus, the authors assess that the regular activity
plans that they have implemented did not match
visitor needs. To make a closing remark upon future
considerations for Ainu language, this study consid-
ers the differences between museum education
and linguistic education, raises questions regarding
the social position of museums in relation to linguis-
fic issues, and performs summary from a linguistic
point of view.

Masashi TAMURA : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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