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RESEARCH REPORT

Development of Innovative Regional Education Contents
for the Wellbeing of an Aging Society:

Effects and Issues regarding a Regional Resource Map
Involving Senior Citizen Participation in Higashi-Asahikawa

Katsura AOYAGI

The aim of this study was to produce a map of
Higashi-Asahikawa's regional resources via collabo-
rafion between the Asahikawa Heison (Farmer-
soldiers Village) Museum, volunteers from the
museum'’s enthusiast club, and the study author.
This study further sought to ascertain the effects of
this map, and identify issues regarding the map. We
have performed the following: 1) observation of
production processes; 2) administering surveys to
the map producers and participants of the map
completion briefing session; 3) evaluating the map
production based upon the motivation of the pro-
ducers; 4) observing bus tours of the locations listed
on the map. In 1), the group held a total of 13
meetings and activities, and completed the map
in nine months; these sessions effectively employed
distribution of roles and existing educational re-
sources. In 2), the producers achieved educational

effects such as rediscovery of regional attractions,
and formed inferest in transmission of Higashi-
Asahikawa'’s culture. Participants in the map com-
pletion briefing session felt that the map is inferesting,
and is useful for transmission of culture. We suc-
ceeded in sharing enthusiasm for transmission of
culture between the producers and participants.
The map has also shown potential fo be ufilized in
reminiscence. In 3), goals of activities utilizing the
map were not sufficiently established. In 4), we
succeeded in creating an opportunity for four
participants to gain deep knowledge of the appeal
of regional resources and the map. Our future chal-
lenges are recruiting potential leaders, defining
goals for activities and projects, and sustaining uti-
lization of the map and provision of regional educa-
fion in collaboration with local organizations and
institutions.

Katsura AOYAGI : Folk Life and Industrial History Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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