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RESEARCH REPORT

Comprehensive Archeological Research
on the History of Human Activity on the Kuril Islands (IV):

With Particular Focus on the Research of Prehistoric Culture of the Four Northern Islands

Hiroshi USHIRO, Takuya SUZUKI, Hayato TAKAHASHI, Hiroaki AMAKATA,
Isao NOZAWA, Norio TANIUCHI, V. M. SUKOVATITSYNA

The  Kuril
Kamchatka and Hokkaido, is a region that lacks

Islands, which stretch between
fundamental data — an empty domain regarding
the research of the history of human activity from
the Paleolithic culture to the Ainu culture. However,
as far as the research of Hokkaido's prehistoric and
Ainu culture is concerned, an important factor is
that it is clear that like the Sakhalin route to the
north, the Kuril route to the east also crossed with
different cultures.

Therefore, this research — implemented from
2015 as a four-year plan — was established as a
comprehensive project to accomplish new archeo-
logical research on the Northern Territories, based
the results of research carried out from 2005 to 2013.
In order to develop the studies carried out to date,
the aim of this research was, firstly, to comprehen-
sively clarify the Kuril Islands’ history of human activ-
ity and; secondly, to build friendly relations and
further deepen museum exchanges and awareness
of history in both regions by developing academic
exchanges.

Our 2018 research has resulted in the new dis-
covery of one Zoku-Jomon culture site in the
Furukamappu sand dunes located on the Pacific
Ocean side of central Kunashiri (Kunashir) Island,
two Zoku-Jomon culture sites in the Shana district

located on the Sea of Okhotsk side of Eftorofu
(Ilfurup) Island, and one Ainu culture chashi in the
Betftobu region. We have held a historical culture
workshop together with a local history club at the
Yuzhno-Kurilsk Regional Museum, and carried out
information exchange at a seminar on Eftorofu
Island, including fopics such as late Edo period
gravestones discovered by a Russian researcher in
the former Furebetsu district, and activity reports of
prehistoric culture expeditions. This time, we were
unable to carry out field research in our preferred
regions, but regardless, we have produced research
results in limited regions.

Our academic exchange endeavors have
produced excellent results. We have carried out
joint research on the theme of “Obsidian Points of
Origin, and Conservation and Ufilization of Historic
and Cultural Heritages™ at museums, historical sites,
andruinsin Engaru Town, Asahikawa City, Fukagawa
City, Chitose City. Furthermore, we held a sympo-
sium fitled “Considering the Past of the Four Northern
Islands, and a Message for the Present and Future:
The Legacy of our Historic Cultural Heritages” in
Kushiro City and Nemuro City, providing an oppor-
tunity for considerafion of tfopics ranging from the
history of human activity to the succession of his-
torical and cultural heritages.

Hiroshi USHIRO : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
Takuya SUZUKI : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum

Hayato TAKAHASHI : Kushiro City Archaeological Operations Center
Hiroaki AMAKATA : Rausu Municipal Museum

Norio TANIUCHI : Rausu Municipal Museum

Isao NOZAWA : Research Association of MATSUURA, Takeshiro

V. M. SUKOVATITSYNA : Yuzhno-Kurilsk Regional Museum
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