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Ainu Salary Accounting System (ll):

NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

Analysis of Kita Ezochi You, Account Ledger on Regional Management

in Ushoro Region

Shunsuke AZUMA

The "Ainu Salary Accounting System” series
continues from last business year, infroducing infor-
mation from the Ainu census register and an ac-
count ledger which lists amounts of salaries and
allowances (buikuhin, “care items”) in the Ushoro
region (currently Orlovo, Sakhalin Oblast, Russia),
which was located on the western coast of Sakhalin
(Karafuto). This series summarizes results of analysis
of these materials. This paper considers the “care
allowances” (buiku) section from May through
December 1859, found in pages 88-91 of the ac-
count ledger.

"Buiku” was a political slogan of the Tokugawa
shogunate and the Hakodate magistrate’s office,
which included the meaning of freeing the Ainu
from abusive practices of the frading post mer-

chants during Matsumae period Il (1821-1855).
Specifically, by giving items (gifts) such as rice, sake,
and cloth or textiles such as cofton and silk, this
policy sought to tame the primitive and barbarous
Ainu and instill a sense of gratitude to the Japanese
administration.

For the Ainu in Kita Ezochi (Sakhalin), the “buiku”
system provided 7.5 gou (1.35 liters) of unmilled rice
per day for employees at fisheries or similar industry.
For the ill, youths aged 5-12, or seniors aged 60 and
above, the "buiku" system provided 2 gou (0.36 li-
ters) of unmilled rice, as well as fish. The ledger lists
29 names regarding the “buiku” for such unem-
ployed people. These allowances were issued in
lump provision to each family which had eligible
members.
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