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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

Man and Swans in Hokkaido during the Meiji Period

Shin’ichi YAMADA

The relatfionship between man and swans in
Hokkaido during the Meiji period was considered,
while being aware of the comparison with cranes,
and the following points were indicated.

1. In the survey results on the relationship
between agriculture and birds and animals
conducted by Sapporo Prefecture in 1883,
the presence of swans was not oufstand-
ing. Agricultural damage caused by swans
at that time when there were few rice
fields was not recorded, and swans were
considered "useful” since they could be
hunted and eaten. Cranes were also
considered “useful” based on the reason

2.

of “beauty” as well as for food.

In the Japanese hunting system, crane
hunting was prohibited in 1892 (1889 in
Hokkaido), while swans continued to be
hunted.

According to articles in the Hokkai Taimusu
in 1906 and 1907 regarding swan hunting
around Tomakomai and Shiraoi, swan
hunting had similarities to that of goose
and wild duck hunting. Swan hunting was
novel and attractive for hunting enthusi-
asts due to their rarity and their size and
weight.

Shin'ichi YAMADA : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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