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Kaitakushi (Colonization Commission) and Foxes

Shin’ichi YAMADA

As a part of the historical relationship be-
tween man and wildlife in Hokkaido, an overview
of how Kaitakushi (Colonisation Commission)
handled foxes was carried out and the following
points were indicated.

1. During this period, pest damage by foxes on
the agriculture and fishery industries was
observed, but Kaitakushi did not establish a
system of extermination of foxes unlike for
wolves, brown bears, and crows since the
extent of the damage by foxes was not large.

2. When Kaitakushi used various animail furs as
protection against the cold weather for
government officers such as policemen, fox
fur was at the top of the list. Fox fur was

frequently seen among items the commis-

sion collected and displayed at expositions.
Fox fur from Shikotan Island was highly valued
for its high quality and rarity in those days.

. During the occupation of the Kuril Islands

as a Japanese territory, Kaitakushi obtained
informatfion on the status of the fox fur
market in Russia through Takeaki Enomoto,
the Japanese minister in Russia, and sought
to improve the processing method of fur for
export to Western markets.

. Upon Enomoto’s advice, a plan to exter-

minate red foxes was proposed to prevent
hybridization with black foxes which had a
high market value. However, evidence
that Kaitakushi carried out the plan could
not be confirmed.

Shin'ichi YAMADA : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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