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RESEARCH REPORT

Folklore of Belief in the River Basin of “Kawa-shimo”, “Kawa-suso”
and “Kawa-so” in the Shiga Prefecture, Fukui Prefecture and

Ishikawa Prefecture

Naoji FUNAYAMA, Kouichi MURAKAMI, Kaori OMAGARI, and Satoshi TAKEDA

This is the 2017 annual survey report of an
“Folklore Research of Various Topics Regarding
Transmission of “Oharae”
Traditions to Hokkaido Through the western shipping

route” (Research Project Number 25370961) under

(purification)  Ritual

a Granfts-in-Aid for Scientific Research. A distribution
survey was carried out on the Haraedo god related
to purification, targeting river basin areas of
Kawashimo, Kawasuso, and Kawaso, in Shiga, Fukui,
and Ishikawa prefectures.

In this article, the rituals of three prefectures

were organized according to the river, similar to
other surveys carried out in Okayama, Tottori, and
Hyogo prefectures. In the three prefectures, 31 ritu-
als were confirmed for 21 rivers, and were then
compared and considered. As a result, within the
rituals in Kawashimo, Kawasuso, and Kawasusugi in
the three prefectures, one god was found to be
worshipped in 17 rivers excluding Yogo-river in Shiga
prefecture, Minami-river and Kuzuryu-river in Fukui
prefecture, and Sai-river in Ishikawa prefecture.
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Kouichi MURAKAMI : Museum Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
Kaori OMAGARI : Folk Life and Industrial Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum

Satoshi TAKEDA : Shiriuchi Town Board of Education
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