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Ainu Salary Accounting System (I):

NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

Analysis of Kita Ezochi You, Account Ledger on Regional Management

in Ushoro Region

Shunsuke AZUMA

This arficle infroduces the confents of an ac-
count ledger that recorded Ainu family registries
and the amount of salaries in the Ushoro region on
the west coast of Sakhalin (Karafuto), and sum-
marizes the results of the analysis.

In the ledger, family registries of 1862 (Bunkyu
2), the amount of salaries and allowances and their
types in 1859 (Ansei 6) are recorded for each indi-
vidual. From previous family registries, the names of
the villages in Ushoro region, the number of people
(by gender) and the family structure of each house-
hold can be viewed. From the lafter, salary ac-
counting, details of income, advances and
balances of 69 people (45 males, 23 females and
one unidentified) out of 180 Ainu people in Ushoro
region can be viewed. The type, quantity and
amount of loan items were also shown.

The salary accounting system was an advance
loan and lafer adjustment system. Although cash
was not given to Ainu, persons with a balance in
the black would be supplied with expensive lac-
querware (Mimidarai, a small sake basin, or Daihai,
a cup with stand, etc.), brown rice or cloth (cotton,
silk, etc.), 31 people out of 69 were in the red, but
there were no hints that the amount in the red was
carried over to the next year. Among loan items,
tobacco, threader, used clothes and cloth (Kachin,
shima, chugata, some, shibori) were common.

From this system, standard pay (a rough guide
for salaries and pay grades) was set for individuals,
and officials such as Otona (chieftain), Kozukai (as-
sistant of chieftain) and Miyagetori (overseer of
lower officials) could easily earn money.

Shunsuke AZUMA : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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