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RESEARCH REPORT

The Introduction of Green Pheasant, Eel, Loach and Sweetfish
by Kaitakushi (the Colonial Department)

Shin’ichi YAMADA

This article explores the artificial migration of
wildlife conducted by the Kaitakushi (1869 to
1882), organizing the factual relationship involv-
ing (1) the migration of green pheasant from
Aomori Prefecture by the Hakodate Branch
Office, (2) the migration of eel from Aomori
Prefecture by the Nemuro Branch Office and the
migration of loach to ponds and lakes by the
Hakodate Branch Office, and (3) the migration
of sweetfish from Southern Hokkaido by the
Sapporo Government Office, and shedding light
on the following points.

(1) The Kaitakushi was proactive toward the

frial migration of wildlife.

(2)

(3)

The cancellation of the migration of
green pheasant was due fo concerns
over damage to agricultural crops, but
no evidence can be confirmed about
overall consideration given to native
wildlife from the infroduction of new spe-
cies.

To gain the correct historical perspective
regarding these cases, understanding is
required concerning the infroduction of
wildlife in other parts of Japan that took
place before this and the history of wild-
life migration in the fisheries field.

Shin'ichi YAMADA : History Studies Group, Research Division, Hokkaido Museum
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