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RESEARCH REPORT

Folklore of “Kawa-shimo”, “Kawa-suso” and “Kawa-so” Beliefs
in the Border Area of Hyogo Prefecture, Tottori Prefecture

and Okayama Prefecture

Naoji FUNAYAMA, Kouichi MURAKAMI, and Kaori OMAGARI

This article reports on investigations carried out
in 2016 under a JSPS Grant-in-Aid for Scientific
Research, and is entitled “Folklore Research of
Various Topics Regarding Transmission of “Oharae”
(purification) Ritual Traditions to Hokkaido Through
the western shipping route” (Research Project
Number 25370961).

This fiscal year's research conducted a distribu-
fion study on the rituals of “Kawa-shimo”, “Kawa-
suso”, and "Kawa-so” religious beliefs covering
Hyogo Prefecture, Toftori Prefecture neighboring

Hyogo Prefecture, and the river basin area of
Eastern Okayama Prefecture. The purpose of this
research is to compare the rituals and fransmission
format in the basins of rivers flowing info the Japan
Sea and Seto Inland Sea through watersheds based
on a distribution study of Hyogo Prefecture, where
studies have been underway since fiscal 2013. This
research elucidated that the “Kawa-shimo”, “Kawa-
suso” and “Kawa-so” religious beliefs have been
fransmitted in the middle to upper river basins in
either case.
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