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RESEARCH REPORT

The Impact Enormous Volcanic Eruptions, Tsunamis and
the Coldest Period of the Little Ice Age Had on the Ainu Il

Yuji SOEDA, Tomoya AONO, Yukihito NAGAYA, Ayako SHIBUTANI,
Kentarou NAKAMURA, Nobuhiro KANNO, Kousuke MATSUDA, Tomohiro MITANI,
Tsuzumi MIYAUI, Tsuyoshi WATANABE, and Naoki KOHNO

This fiscal year's study involved the excavation
of the Kamuitapukopushita site, where shell mounds
from around 1600 to the 1640s and site of fields from
1640 to 1663 were detected. Starch granules that
could be root crops or bulbs were found in the site
of the fields.

The shell mounds represent a valuable discov-
ery for research on the life of the Ainu during the
Little Ice Age, given the possibility that existed at
the same fime as the chise found from fiscal 2011
to fiscal 2012.

Next fiscal year will project additional discover-
ies of crop remains because a survey will be con-
ducted on the site of the fields that are newer and
have better preserved ridges than the site of fields

discovered this fiscal year. If new crop remains can
be added, there is a possibility that the original
vegetation of the starch granules can be identified.
This will likely elucidate the living conditions of the
Ainu village, including the crops they cultivated in
a cold climate.

Further studies are needed in order to the re-
construction of snowfall amounts from plant opal
analysis, identifying the bones of cold water mam-
mals unearthed in the shell mounds, and carrying
out geological surveys on the enormous volcanic
eruptions and tsunamis. This will enable us to clarify
how natural disasters affected the Ainu and how
the Ainu coped with them.
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