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NOTES AND SUGGESTIONS

Notes on the Traditional Techniques in Ainu Songs, and Use According

to Genre

KOCHI Rie

It may be possible that various vocal techniques
characteristic of traditional Ainu songs depend on
each genre, rather than the individual style of the
singer.

To examine this, we analyzed recordings of
several genres of Ainu music recorded in the
1960s, sung by three singers: Ms. HIRAGA Sada, Ms.
KAIZAWA Koyuki, and Ms. SHITAKU Yae.

As a result, the following hypotheses were
derived.

Each genre of Ainu music has its own style of
performance and the degree of the use of vocal
tfechniques is a factor in the characterization of
each genre.

The performances in these cases indicate that
different styles and techniques are used depending
on the genre (although it cannot be confirmed
whether or not the performers were consciously
doing this).

This paper is part of basic research (C)18K01183
supported by a MEXT Granfts-in-aid for Scientific
Research (KAKENHI) ‘The Analysis of the Melodic
Structure of Ainu Traditional Music and the Basic
Research info the Materials of Northern Peoples'
Musics for the Prospective Comparative Studies’ (FY
2018-"20, principal researcher KOCHI Rie).

KOCHI Rie : Ainu Culture Group, Ainu Culture Research Center, Hokkaido Museum
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